v
7 e A e h
g, S - Do e A e o V-

- 3 e
Bavt)
o

e X
: e NG L s, ~ P
X T o Y e 3 3 ol i
e e T N T AN e I DI







47/2/1/2

(8240)

01.01.1890 .

18.10.2001 h
4
4

foIN FW.J



HISTORY

or

THE PASSION.,

)7

T /



Ribil obstat.

JOANNES S. VAUGHAN,

Censor Deputatus.

Fmpeimatur,

HENRICUS EDUARDUS,
CARD. ARCHIEP. WESTMONAST.

Die 24 Junii, 189a



HISTORY |

THE PASSION:

BEING THE

Gospel Navvatibe of the Suflerings of Christ

AND THE

Dolours of fHary,

WITH NOTES .AND COMMENTS.

BY THE

Rev. ARTHUR DEVINE,

PASSIONIST.

London:
BURNS & OATES, LIMITED.
DUBLIN: M. H. GILL & SON, 50 UPPER O’CONNELL-ST.

~ 189o0.
(ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.)



DUBLIN ¢
DOLLARD, PRINTINGHOUSE.



PREFACE.

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne,
a book written within and without, sealed with seven seals
(Apoc. v. 1). '

This book is the same as that which is mentioned by the
Prophet Ezechiel: And I looked, and behold a hand was
sent to e, wherein was a book volled up : and he spread it
before me, and it was written within and without: and
there were written in it lamentations, and canticles, and wo
(Ezech. ii. 9).

Amongst the many interpretations of this mysterious
book given by commentators, I find one which refers it to
our Lord’s sacred Passion, that foo£ which was opened and
extended when Christ was nailed to the cross, and in which
all Christian virtues can be read and studied.

It was written within and without. Within, in the
sorrow and the sadness of Christ’s soul—without, in the
wounds of Hissacred body. And this book was sealed with |
seven seals, which are thus enumerated and interpreted :—
1. The weakness of Him who was omnipotent. 2. The
intense pain and suffering of Him who was impassible.
3. The foolishness before men of Him who was the Wisdom
of the Father. 4. The greatest poverty in the God of riches,
in Whom all treasures are to be found. 5. The lowest grade
of ignominy in the highest Majesty. 6. The greatest
dereliction joined to the greatest union with God. 7. The
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greatest severity united to the most perfect love of a Father
towards His Son.

It contained Jamentations, and canticles, and wo. Lamenta-
tions and wo, in the history of His sufferings and death—
canticles, in the hope and happiness of His resurrection
after death.

This book, considered as that of the Passion and death
of Christ, or that in which His Passion and death are
written, contains the record of the greatness of the charity
of Christ towards men.

It was formerly closed and sealed. This was the case
before the Incarnation, and during the lifetime of our
Saviour. It was opened in His Passion, when the
omnipotent power and divinity that had remained con-
cealed in the human form manifested itself in His death on
the cross, at which moment the earth quaked, and the rocks
were broken, and the veil of the temple was rent in two ;
when the centurion, and those who were with him, went
down from Calvary, striking their breasts, and saying:
Indeed this man was the Son of God.

When that dook was opened, men were able to read the
writing. It was written, as we are told, wit/zin and without.
The writing inside was the Word of God, which was written
on the humanity of Christ by the operation of the Holy
Ghost. The outside writing recorded the injuries, the
wounds, the shedding of the precious blood, and the
ignominy of the cross, which His cruel persecutors had
written in so many dark letters.

It is chiefly the outside writing of this dooZ which forms
the subject of this work—the narrative of the wounds,

ignominies and sufferings endured by our divine Saviour
M A
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in His bitter Passion. These are considered not so much
in the mystical and internal sense, as in their literal and
historical 'meaning, and in my treatment of them the
following method has been observed. ’ '

At the beginning of each chapter, I give in English the
text of the Gospel narrative, according to the harmony of
the four Evangelists. The comments and notes are then
given to explain the meaning of the text, and the various
circumstances in connection with the events of the
Passion.

The first three chapters are devoted to the immediate
antecedents of the Passion, namely, Christ foretelling His
sufferings ; the Last Supper, and the Institution of the
Blessed Sacrament.

The subsequent chapters treat of the various events of
the Passion in the order in which they happened. A
special chapter is given on the Last Seven Words ; another,
on the Resurrection of Christ; together with a concluding
chapter on the Seven Dolours of our Blessed Lady, in
which each of her dolours is separately considered.

An Appendix is added, containin® instructions on the
erection and the manner of visiting the Stations, or the Via
Crucis—that chief devotional exercise in honour of our
Saviour’s Passion and death.

The pious reflections and affections contained in so many-
useful books on the Passion alréady published, are not in-
troduced into this work, but are left entirely to the disposition
and devotion of the reader; my object being to bring
before the mind as clearly and accurately as possible the
subject matter for these reflections and affections, as
supplied by the details of the history of the Passion.
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The numerous works already published on the Passion
are, for the most part, confined to the domain of piety, and
on that account are most valuable and useful to devout
souls; but I believe it will be equally useful, for the purpose
of piety and devotion, to study the Passion from a historical
and exegetical point of view. Inasmuch as to wmeditate
does not mean to zink of nothing, the mind has to be
supplied with knowledge derived from history and Scriptural
exegesis, that it may be able to profit by the time spent in
prayer, and this knowledge is the foundation on which the
whole meditation rests.

It is, therefore, my earnest hope that this work may serve
as a help to devout souls who are accustomed to the prac-
tice of daily meditation ; that to the faithful in general it
may be the means of making the sufferings of our divine
Redeemer more known and better understood ; and that, in
the words of Mgr. Isoard, Bishop of Annecy, a complete
history of our Saviour’s Passion, well studied and explained,
may prove a signal advantage and a great blessing in
every Christian parish into which it may be introduced.

Since the time of Grist’s death, this writing in the book
of His Passion has been continually read, but not fully
understood by all; because he who regards the Passion of
Christ by faith only, and not in work, is, in a spiritual
sense, a child who understands not what he reads; he who
copies the Passion by suffering patiently and labouring
earnestly in the faithful observance of the Christian
precepts, reads this writing, and, understanding it, makes
progress in virtue ; but he who perseveres to the end in
carrying the cross of Christ, will understand perfectly the
full meaning contained in our Saviour’s Passion. In this,
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according to St. Laurence Justinian, the Divine Wisdom
collected the abbreviation of His law, the sacraments of
salvation, the compendium of charity, the height of perfec-
tion, the standard of all virtues, and the whole economy of
human redemption—all of which He included in this
volume of His Passion ; wherefore, when He had finished
writing, and nothing more remained to be written, He said :
Consummatum est—it is consummated (St. Laurence Just.
de triumph. Chr. agon. C. 20).

ST. JOSEPH'S RETREAT,
HIGHGATE,
LonDON, N,

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1890.
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NOTICE.

i~ E——

1. In the Scripture narrative of the Passion, I have not
thought it necessary to quote the chapters, as it is suffi-
ciently well known that that narrative is contained in the
26th and 27th chapters of St. Matthew’s Gospel ; in the
14th and 15th of St. Mark’s; in the 22nd and 23rd of St.
Luke’s, and in the 18th and 19th of St. John’s. The other
Scriptural texts are quoted by chapter and verse.

2. The text of the Gospels is according to the translation
of the New Testament published by the English College at
Rheims, as it is the text commonly used by the faithful, and
approved by the bishops in England and Ireland. The
letters indicating the text are to be understood: {Mt.)
St. Matthew; (M.) St. Mark; (L.) St. Luke, and (J.)
St. John. '

3. The harmony of the Gospel narrative of the Passion
is according to that .given by the Rev. Fr. Seraphim, &
corde fesu (Passionist), in a work entitled, Promptuarium
Lcclesiasticum super Passione Jesu Christi. .

4. I think it necessary to state that the passages from the
Trathers, in some instances, are intended rather to éonvey
the meaning of the Father referred to, than his exact words.
And some of the quotations are not taken from original
sources,- but from different trustworthy authors. I have
endeavoured to give all the references as accurately as
possible in the foot-notes throughout the work. )

ST. JOSEPH’é. RETiii:AT,
Feast of the Sacred Heart of [esus, 1890.



HISTORY OF THE PASSION,

BEING THE

GOSPEL NARRATIVE

OF THE

SUFFERINGS OF JESUS CHRIST.

—————

CHAPTER 1.
CHRIS’I; ForeETELLS His PAssION.

THE Passion of Christ was prefigured and foretold in many places
and in many ways in the Holy Scriptures. Christ Himself more
than once foreto!d His Passion, and it is to His own predictions
that this Chapter is devoted.

The first time that He foretold His Passion was after He had
retired into the parts of Cesarea Phillippi, and is thus related by
St. Matthew (xvi. 13, ¢ seq.) :—And Jesus came into the quarters of
Cesarea PlLilipp: : and He asked His disciples, s.iying : - Whom do men
say that the Son of manis? But lhey said : Some John the Baptist ;
and other some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus
saith to them : But whom do you say that I am? Simon Peler
answered and said: Thow art Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answering, said to him : Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona,
because flesh and blood hath not revealed it fo thee, but my Father whe
is tn heaven. And I say to thee, thou art Peter, and upon this rock 1
will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against

7, &, &
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- From that time Jesus began lo shew to his disciples that he niist go
to _Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the Ancients and S ribes
and Chief-priests, and be put to death, and the third day risc aain.
And Peter taking him, began to rebuke him, saying : Lord, be it jar
Srom thee, this shall not be unto thee. Who, turning, said to Iiter :

Go behind me, Satan, thow art a scandal unto me; because i/ron
savourest not the things that are of God, but the things that ar: of
men.  Then Jesus said to kis disciples: if any man will come ajter
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and jfollow me.
For what doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suijir
the loss of his soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of
his Futher with his Angels, and then will he render to every suan
according to his works.

The second time that Christ foretold His Passion was afier
His transfiguration on the mount. . Having descended from
the mountain, and when they abode together in Galilee, Ile said
to His disciples (St. Matthew, xvii. 21) :—Z%e Son of man shall be
betrayed into the hands of men, they shall kill him, and the third
day /e shall rise again.

Then, after raising Lazarus from the dead, St. John gives the
account of what took place (xi. 47) :—Z%e Chief-priests, thercfore,
and the Pharisees gathered, a Council, and said : What do we, for
this man doth many miracles. But one of them named Caiphas,
being the High-priest that year, said to them: You know nothing.
WNeither do you consider that it is expedieut for you that one man
should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. And
this he spoke not of himself, but being the High-priest of that year, he
prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation. From that day, there-
Jore, they devised to put him to death.

Jesus, therefore, knowing the evil intention of the Chief-priests
and the Scribes, retired to the confines of Judea, to the town of
Ephrem, and when the Pasch was drawing near, He went up to
Jerusalem with His twelve Apostles, and predicted His Puassion
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a third time in the words of St. Luke (xviii. 31):—Bekold we go np
o Jerusalem, and all things skall be accomplished whick were written
by the prophets concerning the Son of man. For he shall be delivered
up to the gentiles, and shall be mocked and scourged, and spit upon.
And afler they have scourged him, they will put him to death; and the
third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things.

wddnn the Tuesday evening after Palm Sunday: Jesus said fo lus
disciples : You know that afier three days shall be the Pasch, and the
Son of man shall be delivered up to be crucified (St. Matthew, xxvi.).
This was the fourth time that Christ predicted His Passion. Z%en,
says St. Matthew (that is, on the Wednesday, the following day,
in the morning), were gathered together the Chief-priests and Ancients
of the people into the court of the High-priest, who was called Caiphas,
AAnd they consulted together that by sublilly they might apprehend
Jesus and put him to death.  But they said not on the festival day,
lest perhaps there should be a tumult among the people.

Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, was present at this Council
mecting.  And on the Saturday previous he was present in the
house of Simon the leper, on the occasion when Magdalen
poured the precious ointment on the head of Jesus, and when he
resolved in his heart to betray and sell Christ to the Jews. S~
Matthew continues :— Z%en went one of the twelve, who was called
Judas Iscarivt, to the Chief-priests, and said to them, what 0ill you
give me, and I will deliver him unto you? But they appointed Jim
thirty pieces of silver. And from thenceforth he sought opportunity
2o betray him.

According to the above narrative, we have four distinct pro-
phecies made by our Lord concerning His Passion. The first,
when in the parts of Cesarea Philippi, after he had confirmed the
Apostles in their faith. The second, after His transfiguration.
The third, about ten days before His death, when He was going up to
Jerusalem with His twelve Apostles. The fourth, onthe Tuesday
after Palm Sunday, when He said to His disciples :— You know
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tors, the members of the Council, #e Scribes, that is, the doctors
of the Law ; and the Clief-priests, that is, the heads of the priestly
families and those who are mentioned by name in the history of
the Passion—namely, Annas and Caiphas.

He then mentions two other events: (1) He will be put lo
death. (2.) He will rise again on the third day. His death will
be the last triumph of human power over him. His enemies will
triumph for a moment in His death, but this will not be for long.
Were His power only human, their victory would be complete.
For this reason he’ would encourage His Apostles by again remind-
ing them of His divinity, by telling them that He would triumph
over death by His resurrection on the third day.

In this prophecy we are reminded of three great mysteries. The
Divinity of Christ, His Death, and His Resurrection. And by
participation in them we can refer to the three great mysteries of a
Christian—Baptism, which renders him a child of God by grace;
Death, which renders him an object of contempt to the world ;
and Resurrection, which is his hope, and which will introduce him
to his future inheritance.

The second prophecy of Christ regarding His Passion was after
His transfiguration on Mount Thabor. This event took place
probably on the 6th of August, in the third year of His preaching.
Thabor is a mountain in Galilee, between Nazareth aud Tiberi-
ades ; and it was when Christ abode in Galilee with His disciples
that he revealed once more His Passion.

The terms of this second prediction are the same as those
used on a former occasion. In it He foretels three things:—(1.)
That the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men.
(2.) That they will put Him to death. (3.) That He will rise
from the dead on the third day.

This revelation was made to them after He had manifested His
divine power and glory in the transfiguration, and at a time when
they were all filled with admiration, and praised God on account
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of the wondrous works which they were every day witllessing.
It was also immediately after He had worked a miracle, by curing
one possessed by the evil spirit.

**" The revelation of His Passion at such a time made a deep im-
pression on His Apostles.  They were, according to the Evange-
list, exceedingly troubled. Their ignorance and frailty must call
forth our compassion.

They knew now that Christ was the Son of God. They recog-
nised Him as their King and as the promised Messiah ; and yet
they were ignorant of the nature of that Kingdom and the manner
in which it was to be established. They were, therefore, perplexed
and troubled at hearing this prophecy.

The third time he predicted His Passion was after the resuscita- -
tion of Lazarus and the meeting of the Council of the Jews, when
it was decided that He should be put to death.

As stated in the narrative, Jesus knowing the evil intentions of
the Chief priests and Scribes, retired to the confines of Judea, to
the town of Ephrem, where He remained until within ten days of {
His death, He had already twice spoken to His Apostles of His
death—once in the month of July, in the third year of His preach-
ing, and again in the month of August following ; and now, within
ten days of his death, when going up to Jerusalem for the last time,
He spoke to His Apostles once more on this subject, beginning
with the words :—Bekold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things shall
be accomplished which were written by the prophets concerning the Son of
man. St. Mark tells us that ey were on their way up to _Jerusalem;
and Jesus preceded them ; and they were astonished ; and they following
kimwere afraid. By which is shown the alacrity and willingness of
Christ in going todeath,and the admirationand fears of His Apostles.

As Jesus was making the journey in this manner, He waited
until the twelve Apostles came up to Him, and then taking them
apart, each one separately it wou'd appear, he told them of His
sufferings and death.
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The details of tais prophecy are substantially the same as on
former occasions, but He enters more minutely into the particulars
of His Passion. He says in the Gospel of St. Mark, that He will
be delivered up to the Chief-priests and Scribes and Ancients.
These were the persons who composed the Supreme Council of the
Jews, the Sanhedrim. This Council of the Jews, as described by
arecent author,* was composed of 71 persons. It consisted of
three courts or houses, the Sopherim, or Teachers of the Law ; the
College of the High-priests, and the house of the Elders. The
president, or head of the Council, bore the title of Nasi, and was not
necessarily the High-priest. In Numbers, xi. 16, we read, that God
commanded Moses to call together 70 of the Elders, and to put his

" spirit upon them.

The first, or Upper House, was the House of the Lawyers, and it
had originally supreme power of life and death. But when the
Romans conquered Palestine, and converted Judea into a Roman
Province, their power was taken from them, and all those cases
which had been tried in the Court of the Lawyers were heard by
the Roman Preator.

This House, accordingly, practically dissolved. It had nothing
to do, the Sceptre was taken from it, and its lawgiver was divested
of all power.

The second House was that of the Chief priests. At the head
of it sat the High-priest, and it was made up of the heads of the
twenty-four priestly families, and of the heads of the department
connected with the ministry of the Temple. The membersall bore
the title of “Chief-priests” (apxuepeis). They decided in all_
spiritual matters as to faith and heresy. This House remained in
full activity after the abrogation of the first, and thus the High-
priest became the virtual head of the Jewish Council.

The third House was that of the Elders (Ancients), and was
made up of the representatives of the great Jewish families and

* Baring Gould.
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Rabbis of note. They went by the name of the Elders (An-
cients), and continued to sit with the second House. From this
we can understand what is meant by “the Chief-priests and the
Elders (Ancients).”

I shall have occasion to refer again to this Council and its
meetings in the subsequent history of the Passion at the trials of
Christ,

The text goes on to say:—dAnd they will deliver him to the
gentiles, that is, to the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, and his
soldiers. He uses an antithesis here, as it were between the Jews
and gentiles, as if He had said, “It is not enough that he be
delivered up to the Jews, his friends and his own people, but he
must be handed over to the persecution of his enemies, the gen-
tiles, that he may be more cruelly tortured and finally crucified.”

And the third day he will rise. Whenever our Lord pre-
dicted His Passion, He also told them of His resurrection, so that
His disciples might know that death was not the end of His life
or of His work upon earth, but rather the beginning of His glory
and of His Kingdom. It is asked why Christ, at this time, when
going up to Jerusalem, foretold His Passion? St. John Chrysos-
tom tells the reason, namely, to strengthen beforehand the patience
and constancy of His Apostles, that, being forewarned, the blow
might not be so severely felt, and that they might be fully pre-
pared for it. Our Lord’s words, therefore, in this and in many
other places, were uttered in order to their future effect, for at the
time He spoke them they were not even understood by His
hearers :—And they understood none of these things, and this word was
hid from them, and they understood not the things that were said.

The fourth prediction was on the Tuesday after Palm Sunday,
when He said to His disciples :—You know that after three days
shall be the Pasch, and the Son of man shall be delivered up to be
crucified . . . This was after the Council meeting, when they
consulted together #hat by subtilty they might apprehend Jesus, at
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which Judas was present and made them the offer : What will you
give me, and I will deliver him to you ? .

This prophecy, considered in regard to our Saviour, manifests.
His tranquillity of soul when announcing His death. He had been
all that Tuesday occupied in replying to His enemies, in teaching
the people, and instructing His disciples. The union of the Pasch
with His Passion has its significance. He would have us under-
stand that He is the true Pasch. The immolation of the Paschal
lamb was only a figure of His Sacrifice, and the eating of the Pas-
chal lamb was only a figure of that heavenly banquet in which He
gives us His Body and Blood to be the food of our souls.

On the part of the Apostles, this prediction of His immediate
Passion was heard without attention.” They were accustomed to
hear Him speak of His death, and, at the same time, of His King-
dom and power, and they did not comprehend matters as they
really were. They cherished their hopes of His Kingdom and
power, and were not uneasy about His sufferings and death. But,
after they had seen these, then they understood the mystery of His
Passion, and the words which Jesus had so often spoken to them.

As regards Judas, the prediction saying, Z%e Son of man shall be
delivered up to be crucified, caused him no remorse. Judas had not
perhaps as yet determined to put-his crime of treason into execu-
tion, and the words of our Lord were probably intended to make
him enter into himself and repent of his evil dispositions. But
no; his heart was already hardened. It is often the case, when
one is about to commit a crime, that the thought of it inspires the¢”
greatest horror ; but now, on the occasion of the feast of the Pasch,
the greatest of the solemnities of the Old Dispensation, the treason
of Judas, the perfidy of the Jews, and the execution of Jesus, are
determined upon and carried out.
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CHAPTER 1II.
THE LAST SUPPER.

On the Thursday after Palm Sunday, Christ sent Peter and John
before the other Apostles into the city, that they might make the
necessary preparations for the Supper of the Paschal lamb.

It was the first dayof the Azymes, and He said to them :—(Mt.)
Go yeinto the city to a certain man, and say to him: The masler
saith, my time is near at Land; with thee I make the Pasch with my
disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus appointed them, and they
prepared the Pasch. )

Christ, with the ten others, follows the two disciples, and when
He had come to the place where the Pasch was prepared, He sat
down with his twelve disciples.  And on beginning what was called
the Legal Supper of the Paschal lamb, Christ said to His Apos-
tles :—(L.) Withdesire I have desived to eat this Pasch with you before
7 suffer.  And whilst they were eating, Jesus said to them :—(Mt.)
Amen, I say to you, that one of you is about to betray me. And they,
being very much troubled, began every one tosay : Is it I, Lord?  But
ke answering, said : He that dippeth lis hand with me in the dish,
ke shall betray me.  The Son of man goeth as it is writlen of him;
but woe to that man by whom the Son of man shall be betrayed ; it
were better for him if that man had not been born. And Judas that
betrayed him, answering, said: Is it I, Rabbi? He saith to him: Thou
hastsaid it. The Apostles did not attend to these words addressed
directly to Judas.

When the Legal or ceremonial Supper was finished and the usual
supper had commenced, which, in large families and at assemblies,
where several persons formed the company, was partaken of after
the Legal Supper, Christ rose from the table, as related by St.
John :—And when supper was done, ke riseth from supper and layeth
astde his garments, and having taken a towel, girded himself. After



12 HISTORY OF THE PASSION. /

that e putteth water into a basin, and began to wash the fiel of his
disciples, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.
Ile cometh, therefore, to Simon Peler. And Peler saith to him:
Lord, dost thou wash my fect? Jesus answered, and said o him :
What I do, thow knowest not noto, but thou shalt knowo hereafter. Peter
saith to him: Thou shalt never wash my feet; [esus answered him :
If Tewash thee not, thow shalt have no part with me.  Simon Peler
‘saith to him : Lord, not only my jfeet, but also my hands and my /ead.
Jesus saith to him : He that is washed, needetl not but to wash his
Jeet, but is clean wholly, and you are cdlean, but not- all. This was
the second reference made by our Saviour, at the Last Supper,
to the traitor Judas. After the washing of the Apostles, amongst
whom was Judas, Christ resumed His garments, and, reseating
Himself, said to them:—(J.) Anow you what I have done to
you? . . o If I, being your Lord and Master, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one anolher's jfeet. Ior I have
given you an example, that as I have done to you, so you do also.
The servant is not greater than lis master, &c.

In his discourse, Christ speaks a third time of the traitor
Judas, saying :—ZHe that eateth bread with me, shall lift up his heel
ag&zﬁst me. . . . When Jesus had said these things, he was
troubled in spirit; and he testified and said : Amen, amen, I say to
you, one of yow shall betray me. The disciples, therefore, looked upon
one another, doubting of whom he spoke.

Now, there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom
Jesus loved.  Simon Deter, therefore, beckoned, and said lo him : Who
is it of whom he speaketh? He, therefore, leaning on the breast of <
Jesus, saith to him : Lord, who is it? Jesus answered: He it is to
whom I shall reach bread dipped. And when he had dipped the
bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after
the morsel, Satan entered into him. And Sesus said to him : Tha?
which thou dost, do quickly.

The Apostles did not understand the meaning of these words ;
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For some thought, because Judas had the purse, that Jesus said lo
Lim: buy those things which we have need of jfor the festival day ;
or that he should give something to the poor.

After Judas had taken the morsel, St. John says that /e went
out immediately. This, according to Baronius, is not to be under-
stood as if he took his departure precipitately, but only that he
went out on the first opportunity, so as not to give occasion to the
others of surprise or suspicion.

Judas, therefore, remained with the others for some time. And
it is the more probable opinion that he was present when Jesus
instituted the Blessed Sacrament, and that he received it. St. John
further tells us that 2 was night when Judas left the supper-room.

The Feast of the Puasch or Passover.—This was one of the eight
solemn feasts of the Jews, and it was of Divine institution, Itwas
instituted to commemorate the liberation of the Jewish peopl:
from the bondage of Egypt. To it was annexed the solemnity of ~
the Azymes, or unleavened bread, which began the next duy, in
memory of their actual going forth from Egypt.

Our Saviour, on the night before He died, celebrated the Pasch
with Ilis Apostles. Some explanation is needed to determine the
day on which the Pasch fell this year of our Saviour’s death ; and
also, in ordcr to reconcile some text of the sacred Scriptures, we
have to understand how the Jews computed their ecclesiasticul
day, and at what time it commenced.

We commence our day at midnight ; others commence the day
at ;;Eise, but the Jews commenced. their day at sunset, or in the
evening. This they did not only in the ecclesiastical, but also in
the civil order of things, imitating in this manner of computation
the order of creation: And there was evening and morning one
day.

‘I'he entire day is composed of two great parts; the night, or
darkness, and the natural day, or light, The night commences
with the evening, as the day commences with the morning. Thus,
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the evening, with the night of which it was the comlnencetx;ellt, and
the morning, with the day of which it was the commencement,
made with the Hebrews their entire day : Zhere was evening and
morning one day. Although the Jews computed the day in this
manner, they used our manner of speaking of the next day. Thus,
on a Thursday evening, although the Friday had commenced, they
spoke of it as the following day, or the next day. St. John uses
this manner of speaking in regard to the Pasch which our Saviour
celebrated on the Thursday evening at the first Vespers of the
Friday, when he says, ante diem festuim, although the feast day had
already commenced.

We therefore learn that the day of the Pasch, the day on which
Christ died, fell on a Friday ; that He died at the second Vespers of
the Paschal day on the Friday; and that He celebrated the Pasch and
instituted the Holy Eucharist at the first Vespers of that same day ;
or, in our way of expressing it, on the Thursday evening, the vigil
of His death and the vigil of the Paschal day (* L’Evangile Medité,”
par M. Romain, Med. 279, note).

The Pasch or Passover (z.e., transifus) was so called, because the
Angel of the Lord passed over the houses of the Hebrews, whose
doorposts were sprinkled with the blood of the Paschal lamb,
whilst the Egyptian houses were entered and the children slain. It
was instituted on the evening before the Israelites, led by Moses,
set out from Egypt, and was celebrated .afterwards in memory of
this event : And this day shall be for a memorial to you ; and you shall
keep it a feast to the Lord in your generations with an everlasting
observance.*®

There is frequent mention made in Holy Scripture of its cele-
bration. 1st. In Egypt, the evening before the Israelites took their
departure out of that land, which was on the 14th day of the month
Nisan (our March) (Exod. xii. 6). 2nd. In the desert of Sinai, the
second year after their going out of Egypt (Numb. ix. 1). 3rd. After

* Exod. xii. 14,






